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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2005-461

Sponsor:  Council Members Lockett-Felder and Yates

Date of Introduction:  April 12, 2005

Committee(s) of Reference:  LUZ

Date of Analysis:  April 14, 2005

Type of Action:  Neighborhood Action Plan Approval

Bill Summary:  This bill approves and adopts the Metro North Neighborhood Action Plan as the master plan guiding all development and redevelopment within the action plan study area.  It requires that all development, including public works projects, streetscape improvements, and partnerships with the City that require funding, be compatible and consistent with plan recommendations.  Responsibility and authority to interpret the plan, and to review and approve development and redevelopment projects to ensure consistency and compatibility with the plan, is delegated to the Director of the Planning and Development Dept.  Further, City staff is urged and requested to continue to encourage and support the process of active involvement by area residents and business owners in implementation of the plan.

Background Information:  The Metro North Neighborhood Action Plan Area is generally bounded by I-95, Main Street, the Martin Luther King, Jr., Parkway, and the Trout River.  The planning process included area residents, business owners, and other stakeholders, in addition to Planning and Development Dept. staff.  The following recommendations are made in the plan:  (1) housing rehabilitation programs should target the southern portion of the study area; (2) a strategic plan should be developed for the area adjacent to the Jacksonville Housing Authority HOPE VI project at Brentwood to ensure a coordinated approach to redevelopment; (3) community organizations should be encouraged to work with businesses to facilitate community improvement; (4) neighborhood safety should be addressed through communication between neighborhood watch organizations and continued communication between community members and the Sheriff’s Office; (5) requests for zoning and land use changes should be evaluated for consistency with plan recommendations; and, (6) the community should continue to focus on building neighborhood capacity through community and public-private partnerships.

Policy Impact Area:  Planning and Development; Neighborhoods

Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined

Analyst:  Campbell
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